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THE OGDEN STANDARD

HE Adwventures in the African Forest Wherein a Youna

and Courageous Americ

About To Be Killed and Eaten by Savages.

HE writer of this ndventure is famous in
both hemispheres for his deeds of daring
He was concerned In two or three flery
escapades in Europe befors he was more than a
boy, and when he was little mors than twentsy
he enlisted among the mixed officers who as
soldlers of fortuno were willing to risk their
lives to help King Leopold govern the Belgian
Congo.

His military training, his accuracy as a shot
and his leonine cournge socon won for him high
recognition, and he was made chief of polics
on the Congo, with a command of Hussas, {m-
ported Arablan fighting men and blacks from °
the Portuguese possessions noted for their cour-
age and soldierly qualities. For several years
he ruled with an iron hand, then resigned to
seek other adventures.

The young American whom D’Altomonte and
his party rescued from the cannibals is John
Harris Walton, still llving in San Paolo di
Loando, eerving as manager of the Hatton &
Cookson Company concessions

8y Baron Antonjo Benedetui D'Altomonte

(Copyright, 1610, by the New York Herald Co. All iights regesved,)

IHE affalr I am about to detall cceurred In
the mlddle of February, 1903, slnece it
deals avith cannibals Is quite o
bit of dispute among armchalr anthorities on
the state of African cannlbalism Il secms wisa

and

and there

to me w relate a few of the facts concerning man-
eating, ns I have observed it

My first experience with cannibals came goon after
my taklng up constabulary I bad left Roma
on n tribnl pacificatory mission seme weeks before
and, with a company of tweoty native policemen and
slxty porters, was making an overland journey be
tween two of the upper tribatarlies

One of my porters had eut his foot on some sharp
bit of something, and in his efforta to carry his lond
and keep pace with the others had got himself Into
a dreadful state before T was nware that he was in-
eapacitated, When I knew it I at once detuiled two
of my men to divide his load, earry his arms and
help him. If he got 8o badly off that he could not
travel they were Instructed to remaln with him in
camp untll he could follow after us. We had planned
to camp for some days as soon as we reachied water.

The second day thereafter I noticed the men I had
detafled In thelr places, but the eripple was not to be
seen.

“Where {8 Unshana?’ I asked

“Oh, master, his illness overcame him last ovening
and he died. We buried him by the dry river and
came on,” was the answer

Rome weeks later n report reached me from head-
quarters In which a missionary charged that he had
found evidence of men attached to my party having
killed and eaten one of their own number. 1
sent for the two [ had detalled to care for the man
with the hurt foot and told them that the devils had
told me the whole story. In faect, I reconstructed the
pleture very vividly for the preclous pair, ending by
Aemanding why they had killed and eaten thelr com-
rade, Unshana,

“He could go no maore and we could not carry him. b

work.

Only his leg was bad, and swhy should so much good
meat go to waste?'
The punishment for cannibalism belng death, T had

the two of them shot at once

The Captive Americans.

T was In command of a small party in the month
of the year which [ have mentioned and we were
encamped on a well protected lIsland of the great
river when we heard shouts from the north bank and
I saw three white men, In one of whom I recognlzed
a very famons character of the Congo. He had ap-
peared about ten years before without telling any one
of his previous lfe or the cause of his hiding away In
the jungle and had entered on the life of a hunter
and trader, spending all of his thne with the blacks.
He was knewn among white men us Nemo and among
the blacks as Undele, The two men with him I did
not know, Sending my pirogue with lts
rowers | =oon bad them o camp.

1 did not speak Engllsh at that time, but Undele
very quickly told me the story in the native tongue
the

crew of

He had been employed to guide two Awerlcans

and a (hird friend. As nearly as I remember the
detalls the third man, John Harris Walton by
blacks and had doubtless been killed and perhaps
eaten.  The natlves employed by the party had fled

leaving Undele and the two other Amerlcans to maoke
thelr down they
could.  The affair had happened only n
before and it was sheer good fortune that they had
cncountered my pollce party.

As nearly ns Undele and 1 could determine, the at-
tack on Walton had been made by a detachment from
the vagrant tribe ef a chief named Ugnodo Sumbah,
who wandered here and there with about hun-
dred followers, all that was left
force which we had nearly wiped out five yeéars be-
Walton bad been at some distance from camp
when it happened. and when the camp blacks deseried
It had been plaln that pursult withont a stronger force
In that remote section Ugnodo and bis
men would not trouble to travel far with thelr pris-
oners nnd the stores they bad stolen, and If we were
careful we might steal vp on them that night and
punish them

As quickly as I could organize a guard for
camp and detafl a punitive force to the pirogue we
sel off. The twenty rowers pluced us just before
sunset at the spot where the uattack had occurred.
There we found several of the blacks who had de-
serted. They bad come back after their panic and
were in a very despondent, hopeless state, walting In
camp for something to happen. They were agreed
that the ralders were the wen of Ugnodo Sumbah and
that the party of twenty or more had recrossed the
river and gone up one of the tributaries, Accordlog
to their reports the ralders were able warrlors and
well armed

It was 0 desperate chapce to take, but I decided to
§° ln pursult at once and practically yielded the corn-
mand to Undele, whose fawillarity with the natlves
and with every little bit of African wooderaft made
bim o man to be respected o s bunt ke thils,

Rowling way In the plrogue was made absolutely
clear s0 that the big fellows could get a full, long
stroke. Squatted on the bow was Undele, In his
Jungle worn hunting sult, n great soft hat crowded
down over his ears and bls black beard flowing back
over bis shoulders as the plrogue shot Into the wind.
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an [s Rescued Just as He Is

LA SHAFER_

at hand. The rowers were commanded by a
huge Musorongo, who stood at his full helght and di-
rected the course of the craft at times by the inclina
tion of his body and agaln by gueer hlssing commands
to the men,

It was as stirrlug a pleture wish to
furgld river, first In the
slanting raye of the red declining sun and then in the
hlack
dark before we had fairly entered the tributary we

close

as one could
see a8 we moved across the
shadows of the Intervening trees. It was quite

were to ascend.

Through the Jungle.

In an hour we were mwoving fn the hea¥t of the
tropical nlght, with only the sounds of nuature nbout
us. At flmes there would be a splash and a great

pufling hiss near us as some hippopotamus, disturbed
High up on the
yawning
the

drink

by our sweeps. wounld sink to safety
rocks could bear a hunting
ery, answered by a chorus of llons
other bank, where they
And ngain there would =ound from the foresi

we leopard’s
roaring on
bad come down to
heavy
crashes that meant some heavy benst was astir there

For long spaces of time there would be 5o sound
from the anlmals. but there was never complete still-
ness becanse of the vast numbers of birds of all sizes
in the If one
tried to regaln It he would disturh a thonsand others
that flitted or tlopped hither and thither through the
thick dark

There Is no sound unless It be the report of a heavy
African nlght as the
nolse of one or more of the big drums of which the
natives are so fond., A section of a hollow
whittled to a thin sbell and highly seasoned and pol-
tshed, will make a bell-like sound If struck,
when It has no drumbead on it, but cover ons or both
ends with taut
flat wooden puddle and the sound could be heard for
ten miles

It must bave been near midoight, Judging from the
llight of the rising moon beginning to show in the
east, when Undele gave a sharp, clicking hlss, and
the chlef of rowers answered (L. We had been sweep-
fug up the river at high speed. dark as It was, all
the time In danger of belng precipitated into water
that Is nover safe for swimming thanks to Its treach-
character and daugeroas Inhabl-
and we went on for fully another half hour
before that hiss sounded once wore from the bow,
and this time I' knew what It weant From
somewhere ahend of us came the steady throb of the
drums of Ugnodo Snmbahb’s band (o camp—-ither the
party we sought or anotber holding a celebration.
Undele, with his trained white man’s ears, and the
etanding black, whoke ears necded no tralning, had
heard that drum wmusic long before 1t had reached our

riverside jungle loat his perch and

gun that will carry so far fn the

Lree,

even

tanned skins and beat them with a

erous fts varlous

tanits,

Now we swuug Jo close to shore to get Io the
shadow of the overhanging trecs, as the stage of the
river was high, and in a few minutes crept around a
bend and could see on the beach about two miles
As we drew nearver It was
black

away several huge tres.
gures danpecing, leaping

When we had
dunger of being

possible to make out
among them.
without
seen we begun to hug the shore very closely and at
T'he party that went

and five bleck polleemen

and running In and ont

come as near as we conld

lust disembarked ashore con-

sisted of four while men
armed with the best rifes.

Carefully through the until
nearest the fire, and
there a terrible sight met our eyves.  ‘U'he cannlbalistie
About hundred

blacks were in the open spuce and (t was very easy (o

we crept bushes we

came to the edges of the forest
was in full progress

ceremony one

make out the grio figure of old Ugnodo Sumbah,

Near to His Death.

amd tied to a stake was young Harris,
He waus stlll alfve, for we saw him turn his head and
a certam detiance in his attitude that scnt
white there. He

The men daoc-

Stripped

there was
o thrill
facing death as a white man should
ing ubout him had pricked bim in a score of places
with we watched
dashed forward and made a fresh wound in the arm
with the point of un assegal. One of Harris' friends
rilsed his ritde aud would bave tred If Undele had not
repressed bhim, and sigoned to us to remwnin where we
were,

through every wan was

their weapons, and ¢ven as ane

Gatberlng himself ke o runner staming from
a mark be dashed full Inte the cirele of demons drunk
with palm wine and hemp smoke, hurling them right
and left with his mighty arwms, and,
chief, addressed hilm in the native tongue.

Ugnodo Sumbah, ls this the way you would treat
o friend of Undele? Have that
and 1 bhave exchanged blood and are blood bLrothers.
You bave sworn sufety to all that I have held safe
Perjurer! Dog of a lar! Why did you do this?”

All the blacks knew the old man. His spectacular
appearance bad startled them and they had stopped
the dance at onece, but they stood glarlng angrily at
Crouched
in the long grass, we held our rifles ready for the
crisis,

Ugnodo Sumbeh advanced with great dignlty and
he was certaloly barbarously lmpressive

“This wan you call friend would not give foed to
wy cblldren when they were hungry, and when they
took It he killed one of them. There stands the father
of the dead to bear me witness, They selzed
him apd brought him to me.  We will punish him
and then we will ext him.  You have spoken true
when you sald you were iy blood brother, hut now
Yon must go’

't hiy

facing the old

you forgotten you

him, with weapons ready for Instant use

wan

You must go

“No. |

will not go

The old hlet v yery <1

110
I

“Now pandemonium came.’

volce till 1t had the preelse scund of the roar of a
mddened beast.

“Go! Go! Undele, or T will kill you too!"

Undele threw his rifle half up, pressing the muzzle
of it against the black ehleftin’s chest, nnd pulled
the trigger. The body was literally burled back from
the weapon as he fell dead ;

Now  pandemonium Undele emptied his
magazine into the crowd that rashed him and then
whipped out his Luger and put its nine bullets into the
bunch of them. We were a little hindered in our fire
by the fact that both Harris at the stake and Undele
tighting for his life were in the lJine of our hullets,
The roaring volley from onr guns, howerer, caused a
diversion. The blacks split into two partles.  Quite
a2 number fled toward the river and the others, rush-
ing between Undele and the stake to which Harrls
was tled, forced the hunter back several paces, seck-

canme,

Ing to get inside the guard of his clubbed rifle. with
which he was Iaving about him right and lert
We were so heavily outnumbered that ft was

hardly the part of wisdow to disclose our numbers as
long a8 we were ficlng effectively from cur cover und
the guns sounded llke several times thelr wnmber
Something had to be dope ut once, however. as the
men who had fled toward the river had turned and
one of them was rushing on Harrls with an uplifted
spear. 1 dropped him as he ran and dashed ioto the
open, drawing my hunting knlfe

I had reached the stake and had been able to cut
Harris partly free when attacked by three men from
behind. Parrying the blow of one's club. J ripped the
fellow from his waist Jine down into bls hip with my

knife and sprang out of the way of another's spear
thrust. One of my Soudanese came running to my
rescue and we got Flarris loose. There were some

big stones at the river brink, und we literally dragged
the wenkened man In nmong those and dropped down
there under thelr seanty cover,

My rifle bad become jammed and I begap work
with wy plstol on the blacks who bad fed toward the
river apd were now returning slowly to witack us,
thinking that we were no wore than three or foor In
number. Undele was having the fight of his life and
wis contriving to retreat on my wmen In {(be Zrass.
Onece he was under cover of thelr rifles
chance to reload, and then came o lttle tull o the
tighting.

he had a

Outguessing the Blacks.

pecullar military situation Our
party was now divided. Harris aopd 1 bad burrowed
down among the blg rocks on the beachb and tbe
others were In the long grass on the other side of the
Leach, with the bulk of the enemy working around
behind them in the jungle, and those who had dashed
for the river were hidden In the water, all but their
which It took sharp eyes (o percelve In the

It was a very

heads,
plinding glare of the fires

If I had been able to summon my plrogue from its
hiding place down stream weo could bave effected a
retreat, but now we wust rejoin and fght our way
pack toward the boat I bad learned long since that
n natlve travelling oo 8 purallel path with a white
the brush will outdistance the white
quickly. Also it would be difficult for us to
keep together and muake speed Altogetber even
though we had infdicted a terrific i0ss om the band
we were still in danger of losing our own lives

I shouted to Undela to make him understand what
I thougbt the proper manccuvre sbould be, bul he
seemed to be ¢razed with the fighting Instinet apd
patd no heed to me Gradunlly the warrlors fn the
water hehind us disappeared and I had long sloce
ceased trylng trap shots at the tops of their heads,
1 now saw that they were moving elther up or down
stream and when out of sight In the darkness were
crossing the beach. Tbhat meant that we were not
only divided, but encircled on the landward side as

man through

mun

well.

‘indele wust have seen that In a lttle while the
black devils would have wormed their way 8o near
long grass that sheltered him and (he men

the
Yoo adden msh wonld cost twa ar thres

BAL FEAST

bim they came scampering across the bheach,
and arrows falling around them. One of my police
men was pinned neatly with a slender horn spear. th
lmpanet when it struck his thigh throwing him bLel
long in a sort of slde somersault
up and brought him into cover

Spears

Undele picked him

Our position was temporarlly Improved, ina<mueh
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of them thelr lives. There suficlent shelte=

among the rocks for all of them, so at

was
t signal from
a8 the enemy had a long range for thelr weapons if
rushed us
The
beginning to

using (hem from cover and if they they

must come across the open heach. fres wer

dying down and the mooulight Assert
Itself.

natlon under the sun among rocks still warm from the

We might remaln until daylight, but our sht

previous day's heat would be frightful.

Undele had busled bimself with some queer prépa
rations since he had got among the rocks aod 1 conld
not see what he was doing and little guessed that o
further surprise in African wood lore awalted me.

Suddenly he leaped from his shelter and
where one of the deserted druoms lay, cnught It up and
hurried back, with a hall of missiles about him
the rock and bracing |
wiih his koee as he cronched, he began beating 1t fest
with his clenched first and then with the spear drawn
from my unfortunate man. The result was u sort of
set of signals, very slmple, but plalnly signals

“What is that for?’ 1 asked

“I nm sure yoor head boatinan will understand them
if he Is a good Musorongo. We must be getting out
of this hole”

The ecnemwy evidently guessed the weaoing of tae
sounds, for the nttack was resumed with greal ferocity
and it looked as If we were going to be rushed. Am-
wuniton was running low. 1 was all ont and begun
using the wounded pollceman's rifie.

Almost [mmedlately that Undele had concluded
there came a far, falot cry from dlrectly behind us
and in a few
plrogue approached. Undele called out and my head
boatwan nuswered. He had wisely disobeyed my or-
ders about remdioiug at the landing polnt, and, sce-
Ing the fight long sustailned, had gooe out into the
stream and held the boat at o polot in the darkness
from which he could watch cur manceuvres without
being secn,  LlIke some great black waterbird the
craft came sweeping In, and just as It touched the
cnemy poured out of the long grass and cawe leap-
ing and yelling across the beach. Literally pitching
Harris and the wounded policeman {n, we got
abeard Undele, one of the white men and wmyself
covering the retreat. The last minute of It was hawd
to hand in desperate fashion, but we got away Irem
shore, nnd though the maddencd wretches followed
us untll they were up Lo thelr armplts In water we
were soon out of rauge and on our way down river

I amw glad o say that Harrls recovered fully from
the clftects of his frightfal experience, but no man In
all the Congo Is any sterner in his repression of can-
pibnli=m than the wan who was =0 nearly eaten

ran 1o

Setting the drum agalnst

on the river, minutes we could see a

PICTURES WITH THE TIPPING HABIT.
RS, BURTON called to ber husband shrilly
/\/\ “Abper,” sbe sald, “cowe and look al the pict-

ures.”

‘Well,” sald be, with ap loquiriog glance about the
wulls, “what's the watler with them "

“Ihey're crooked."”

“l suppose,” suggested Abner, “that you want me
to strulgbhten them.™

“Well, since you are here you wmuy as well. But
that wasn't what [ called you for | waoted to see If
you could tell what makes them get oul of gear every
duy  They've beepn acting so ever since wo moved
loto this tlat. Kvery day, just as reguiarly as the
moroluy cuines, | go through the house and UL thew
back to the proper angle, but just that surely do | fiud
them crooked aguin the uext worning And Lhe
funny part of it Is they always lean ln the sawe dicec-
tion. [ think it very strange. They didu't do that
o the old dat”

“M-m-mn—," sald Abper thoughtrfully.

Mrs. Burton colored ber volee with dramate inte
vatkon. I vever llked to say unything about it be
fore,” she sald, “but | bave thought It sll along, It
Is my bellef that the house 1s haunted.”

“Oh, good Lord!” ajaculated Burton Incredulousl)

“Well, if it Isn't ghosts, what Is IL?" she asked trl
utuphantly.

“I'l give It uvp,” sald Burton

Although the Burtons bad to glve up trying to Gnd
n cause for tho crooked pictures, the plctures theu:-
selves did oot glve up golng on a spree. Every
morning those bhanging on the east and west walis
were found tipped to tho south, while those ov the
uorth snd scuth walls were tipped to the eisl
Finally Burton himseif bogan to find the nocturunl
Jamborees of the pletures trying to his nerves, and
he spoke to the landlord about it !

“My wife belleves,” he sald, with troe Adamite
generosity, “that the place is haunted.”

“Nonsense,” sald the landlord. “Anybody whe
knows anything about houses and pletures “.;o“‘b:
there are some places where the pletures c?uldn ht
hired to hang straight aund that when they ca ut;l‘z
the tpping hablt they Invariably tip in the “m;on't
rection. Everybody knows that, but I for ol:f e to
know the cause. Posslbly the bouse dips n litle to}
one slde” i

“That can’t be,” satd Burton, “because m{ lu“oul:p
stairs sre bothered with nppinx"mcturus. 0o, Yy
!D'ln lean to ll,!o' north and Yas;l'ghed the landiord,

Then 1 ean't explaln 14 R
: are like a flock o.
but | do kvow rhat pletures likely to fo)-
sheep—when oue tips all the Test are v
Iow ™
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